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given a seat where the outcastes would be seated and he wiU be
happy sitting there. There is no untouchability in Hinduism. It
is my firm conviction that the religion which permits untouch-
ability is not religion but irreligion. A human being is not
polluted by the touch of another being but rather by tickling
and nurturing the evil propensities within him.
However, delegates may wonder what has all this to do with
a political conference. I have very often pointed out that there
are no three distinct things, subjects like political, social and reli-
gious. The word 'political' denotes the relationship between the
ruler and the ruled; 'social3 suggests the internal structure of
society; 'religious5 indicates the duties of an individual. But on
the strength of the law that what applies to an individual is also
true of the universe, we can say that what is -true of an indi-
vidual is also true of society and what holds good for society also
holds good for the ruler and the ruled* Where there is no dharma
there can be no victory but only destruction. It may have the
appearance of victory but it would turn out to be as illusory as a
mirage. The ruler will be what the community makes him and a
community will be what individuals make it. The individual is
at the root of all and the existence of the individual depends on
dharma alone. It is for this very reason that rishis and munis
have chanted: "Wherever there is dharmaa there is victory."
We shall certainly consider in the Conference the relations bet-
ween the rulers and the ruled but, without clearly understanding
the duties of the community, I hold it impossible to consider pro-
perly the dharma of the rulers and the ruled.
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